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iven its unique geographical and geological condition, India is vulnerable to various natural disasters. GIncidents of �ood, drought and other natural disasters pose a tremendous challenge to the society in 
general and administration in particular. Each disaster heightens the sense of urgency to equip ourselves 
better in coping and managing them. In this context, the training of civil servants in Disaster Management 
assumes critical signi�cance. The Disaster Management Act 2005 has made the role of administrators pivotal 
in disaster management in India. Hence it is essential that the administrators are well-versed and equipped 
in the various aspects of disaster preparedness and management. 

As the present COVID crises has shown there is a need to move from the paradigm of responding to disasters 
to one of building resilience against disasters in all aspects of governance. A key challenge to administrators 
is to establish standard operating procedures and protocols for immediate and effective response as well as 
for better preparedness in the future. It gives me immense pleasure to note that Centre for Disaster 
Management, LBSNAA is bringing out the report on the causes and administrative responses during the 
Kerala Floods of 2018 sponsored by the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA). This report is 
based on an intensive study into the multiple causes and multi-level administrative responses to the 
unprecedented calamity of the Kerala �oods of 2018. It provides insights into the challenges and potentials 
before the administrators in dealing with such calamities of extreme nature in the times of climate change. 
The study team also proposes mitigation strategy and preparedness measures for �ood calamities in India in 
keeping with the Disaster Management Act 2005 and the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 
2015-30. 

I hope this volume will enhance the knowledge base and contribute to policy-making in disaster 
management in the country, and will be a valuable resource for both the trainees and the administrators in 
the �eld. 
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